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Dear JAAGA Friends,

Thank you for the invitation and the honor to write a short note in your
newsletter. How important it is to keep alive and promote the close
cooperation between the Air Forces of our two great nations. Your
organization has done that so very well since its founding in 1996.

However, permit me to pause a moment and reflect on the terrible tragedy of
the accident between the USS Greeneville and the Ehime Maru. All Americans,
especially those of us who are guests in your country and work so closely
with you, feel a deep sadness and heartfelt regret for the pain this
accident has caused. Life is such a precious gift and while any loss is
troublesome, the loss of a child is especially tragic. Our most sincere
sympathies and daily prayers are offered to these grieving families.

We appreciate your quiet work and support for our important Japan-US
Alliance in the face of this difficulty. The efforts our two nations
jointly do for Peace and Stability in Japan and for the entire Pacific
region are most assuredly worthy of our renewed commitment. As well,
through your organization, there are many opportunities to educate and
re—enforce that message with both the Japanese public and the
Americans——military and businessmen alike—living in your country. My
commanders and I are always available to assist you.

All of 5th Air Force joins the Air Self Defense Force in an unwavering
commitment in support of our Alliance and the missions our two nations give
to our young men and women. We look forward to the continued growth of
professional excellence and cultural sharing that our bi-lateral training
builds—the human contact and friendships that emerge are at the very core
of our strength.

And finally this summer, we will share your pride as you celebrate the fifth
anniversary of the founding of JAAGA in July—it will be a very good day!

Domo Arigato & Check 6——Paul Hester, Lieutenant General, US Air Force
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Please accept this belated thanks for

the beautiful gift during the JAAGA event last week.
It was absolutely gorgeous !

Here is my new address in Las Vegas. [ will be delig-
hted if you, your family, or members of JAAGA

could visit with me.

5040 Forest Oaks Drive
Las Vegas, NEV 89129

Tel; 702-839-1533
FAX;702-839-1503

E-mail;surls2@msn.com

Farewell to Maggie-san
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i Maggie Surls
|
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|
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oo Annual Reception, JANAFA
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AEEER. ROFEEME > TEMROEIEE & - 70,
To tell the truth, I'm deeply concened about the relationship between Japan and the United States
from now on, as suggested by the INSS Special Report issued last October.
Because of this, in the 21* Century, the JANAFA and the JAAGA have to try harder to achieve
each objectives.
So today, I Would like to propose my toast to the excellent partnership between two great Navies,

theat must be a very base of good relationship between two great countries. “KANPAT !

AANNANAAS

E—9-XKREERE HEHEMIGFY
ARJAAGARRETENWNEF

HH2IHEY =9 —XREEEEN, 7YV THE
S OR B, BHEMICTIBE S h, EHKERS
BEAZ Y —dFESTHNY B2 iTbl,
R3BEOHEREEZF T AR T, 10 FHE
BB 0EBIcED - %, EHEREEEZRT
199 iR EBICHES L,

N2 = A S JAAGADHENEZTLEE
FRELEBE, ARRELBVEFERDLTL
prs

AN NANANNANNNANAN

Hon. Peters, Secretary of the USAF
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* Edmunnd K. or Mary Hartenberger

1760 Meadow Hill Drive

Annapolis, MD 21401

U. S A
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#RE BB (FB&E ; 042-939-9669)
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